Severe ciprofloxacin-associated pseudomembranous colitis in an eight-year-old child.
Clostridium difficile is the principal cause of antibiotic-associated diarrhea and pseudomembranous enterocolitis in children. A case of severe pseudomembranous colitis developing in an 8-year-old child who had received oral ciprofloxacin therapy as part of an investigational protocol is presented. The safety and efficacy of fluoroquinolones in children has not yet been established. Use of these antibiotics in children outside investigational protocols ("off-label" use) as oral antipseudomonas agents is discouraged.